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His memories are giving him grief
YOU LOST ME THERE, by
Rosecrans Baldwin. Riverhead,
304 pp., $25.95.
BY MARION WINIK
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tion of himself and others give
the narration a wry, deadpan
flavor. For example, when Victor’s goddaughter Cornelia gets
fed up with Shostakovich and
flees a violin recital, he follows
her outside. There he finds her
smoking a cigarette. “You know
that will kill you,” he says. But
after she finishes, he duly notes,
“Cornelia seemed calmer,
though. Perhaps nicotine was
good for something.” Indeed.
“By Cornelia’s age, I had
written encyclopedias inside
myself on the ways of the universe and the gears of man,”
Victor observes midway
through the novel. “Now I contained about a pamphlet, relating mostly to rodent brains.” By
the end of the story, though, he
has expanded his limits. Reawakening from numbness to survive
a suicide attempt, a humiliating
public freak-out and another
death, he becomes a man with a
future as well as a past.

Robert Schlesinger discusses
“White House Ghosts: Presidents and Their Speechwriters” (Simon & Schuster).
Tickets $15; call for availability. At 5 p.m., Quogue Library,
90 Quogue St., Quogue;
631-653-4224, ext. 4,
quoguelibrary.org

Friday

Adam Ross
reads from
his novel
“Mr.
Peanut”
(Knopf). At
5 p.m.,
BookHampton, 41 Main
St., East Hampton; 631324-4939, bookhampton.com
Helen Simonson reads from
her novel “Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand” (Random House). At 6 p.m.,
Canio’s Books, 290 Main St.,
Sag Harbor; 631-725-4926,
caniosbooks.com
Centerport author Michael
Atkinson reads from his
mystery “Hemingway Cutthroat” (Minotaur). At
7 p.m., Book Revue, 313 New
York Ave., Huntington;
631-271-1442, bookrevue.com

Saturday

East Hampton Library Authors Night, a library fundraiser, hosts 155 writers,
including Candace Bushnell,
A.J. Jacobs, Sam Lipsyte
and Jay McInerney. Cocktail
reception ($100) from 5 to
7:30 p.m. at the library, 159
Main St., East Hampton.
Author dinners (starting at
$225) at various locations.
For more info and tickets, go
to authorsnight.org or call
631-324-0222
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hen you are awash
in grief, it’s hard to
know how you will
ever move on, what
further torments lie in wait, how
long this can possibly continue,
and how much you should drink
while it does. Then, when you
least expect it, new information
turns up, changing everything
. . . or perhaps nothing. You
lost your love, now you’ve lost
the comfort of your memories,
and the person you shared them
with is no longer there to discuss it — or even to give you the
password to their computer so
you can posthumously spy on
them. What do you do?
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Jeffrey A.
Wands
signs copies
of “Knock
and the
Door Will
Open: 6
Keys to
Mastering
the Art of Living” (Atria).
At 2 p.m., Best Bargain
Books, 217 Centereach Mall,
Centereach; 631-737-7777,
bestbargainbook.com
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day staffer — talked about
the man who Will Rogers
said “made losing worthwhile.”
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